










D.  ETHICS & RULES FOR JUDGES, OWNERS, EXHIBITORS & TRAINERS 

1. As owners, exhibitors, trainers, judges and other show officials you are expected to have 
knowledge of and compliance with the rules stated in this Rule Book. 

 
2. Prior to the start of a show, no horse entered in a show shall be discussed or inspected by the 

judge unless requested by show management. An exhibitor, owner or trainer may make a 
request for the judge’s opinion and reasons concerning the exhibitor’s horse. The request must 
be made at the conclusion of the show to horse show management. It is urged that the judge 
will give his/her reasons for placing the horse/class courteously and sincerely in the presence of 
show management and in a private setting. 
 

3. No one that has an interest in any horse expected to be shown should contact a judge regarding 
the show they have been selected to officiate. All contacts made in violation hereof shall be 
reported immediately to SHOW by the judge. It is the duty of the judge to report any phone call 
or contact, in any manner, from trainers, exhibitors, owners or others that in any way could be 
considered an attempt to influence the judge in their duties to SHOW. 
 

4. A judge cannot act in the capacity of an exhibitor or manager at any show in which they are 
officiating. Exhibitors, owners or trainers cannot have horses entered in the show if they are 
acting in the capacity of a show official or manager. 
 

5. A horse cannot be entered in a show that is owned, co-owned or leased by the judge officiating 
the show. 
 

6. A horse cannot be entered in a show that is owned, co-owned, leased or exhibited by the 
immediate family of the judge officiating the show. (See definition of Immediate Family in the 
Rule Book Divisions and Class Rules and Requirements Section 2. Definitions, Letter J) 
 

7. A horse cannot be entered in a show where either the judge, exhibitor, owner, or trainer is 
employed by the other party. If employment ceases, a thirty (30) day waiting period applies 
before a horse owned by any of the parties can show in front of the parties involved. 
 

8. A horse cannot be entered in a show that is being trained or boarded by the judge officiating the 
show. However, stud fees and care and associated mare care are excluded from this rule. 

a. If an owner has horses in training with multiple trainers and one of those trainers is 
officiating a show, then none of the horses owned by that owner can show under that 
judge. 

 

9. There is a waiting period of thirty (30) days before a horse can be shown in front of a judge if 
that judge has boarded, trained, owned, shown, sold, acted as the agent in the sale or received 
commission on the horse. 






