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JUDGES AND JUDGING SYSTEMS

Judges at SHOW affiliated shows must be chosen from the approved judges list of SHOW. The SHOW
office will furnish a list of approved and qualified judges in show packets and upon request to
organizations or persons planning to conduct affiliated shows. No person shall judge at a SHOW
affiliated show unless he/she holds a valid judges license.

All judges will be reviewed annually by the SHOW Judges Committee and a recommendation to the
SHOW Executive Committee will be made for judges to maintain their current designation or approved
for a new designation.

All judges must attend the mandatory Judges Seminars when held. If there is a year that a seminar is not
held, all currently licensed judges will complete a written test with their renewal application. All SHOW
licensed judges will be required to sign an Oath of Office and a Code of Ethics every year with their
renewal application.

After a Judge’s license has been issued to any person, and such Judge shall demonstrate a lack of
competence, skill, knowledge, integrity, cooperation, or the desire to conduct himself/herself in a
manner worthy of such a Judge, the license of the Judge may be suspended or revoked by SHOW. Also if
a valid negative Judges Evaluation form or a written complaint is received, the SHOW Judges Committee
will review the issue for validity and if deemed necessary will make a recommendation to the SHOW
Executive Committee as to the best way to address the issue.

Judges holding a SHOW Judges License who have an indebtedness to a horse show or sale of required
fees which are 30 days past due will result in the loss of their license for one year and the indebtedness
record will be filed in the Judge’s file. He/She may reapply for their reinstatement for a license the
following year once the indebtedness has been paid in full.

A. LICENSING OF JUDGES AND REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSES - A new applicant to the
licensing process is someone who has never held a judge’s license in any accredited
HIO.

LICENSING PROCESS FOR NEW APPLICANTS

1. To apply for a SHOW judge’s license, the applicant must be 21 years of age at the time of
application. No application will be considered for a Judges’ license if that person has been
convicted of a felony offense.

2. The applicant must contact the SHOW office for an application. This application must be
complete when returned to the SHOW office and must include the required reference
letters. Incomplete applications will be held for 30 days. If the missing information is not
received in that time frame, the applications will be discarded and the applicant will have to
begin the process over.

3. The new applicant MUST attend the SHOW Judges Seminar or watch the video from the
most recent seminar and take a written test. The test and video must be conducted in the
SHOW office. It will not be an open book test.

4. Once the complete application and references are received, and the written test taken, it
will all be forwarded to the SHOW Judges Committee for review and a recommendation will
be made to the SHOW Executive Committee as to whether or not the applicant should be



approved. If the applicant does not pass the written test, they will automatically be denied
their apprentice designation. If after three (3) attempts, the applicant has still not passed
the written test, they cannot reapply for a judge’s license. To pass the written test, the
applicant must receive a score of 85% or better.

4. a. If an applicant that has held a judge’s license with another HIO contacts SHOW for a
judge’s license, they must apply as a new applicant and attend the SHOW Judges Seminar or
watch the video from the most recent seminar and take a written closed book test that will
be conducted in the SHOW office. The individual must relinquish any judges license held
with any other HIO & provide written proof. Once those steps are completed, the SHOW
Judges Committee will review the applicant’s credentials and make a recommendation to
the SHOW Executive Commiittee for license status & classification.

Upon approval by the SHOW Executive Committee, the applicant will be notified by letter
from the SHOW office that they are eligible to begin their apprenticeship. They will then be
required to sign an oath of office and the Code of Ethics. If an applicant is declined, they will
be notified by letter from the SHOW office.

New applicants must have their paperwork complete and in to the SHOW office for review
and approval no later than April 1% of the current year. if an applicant applies after that date
with complete paperwork and is approved by the SHOW Executive Committee, they may do
their apprenticeship in that year but will not be considered for a AA license until the

following year.

REINSTATEMENT PROCESS FOR FORMER SHOW LICENSED JUDGES

1.

If a currently licensed SHOW judge is suspended or disqualified by SHOW or suspended by
the USDA, they cannot judge any future shows regardless of previous contracts until the
suspension or disqualification is completed and the SHOW Judges Committee has
recommended to the Executive Committee to approve the reinstatement of the license. The
SHOW office will then notify the person of the decision by letter.

If the suspension or lapse of a SHOW judge’s license is less than one year, once the
reinstatement request has been received in writing by the SHOW Judges Committee and
approved by the Executive Committee, the license will be reinstated with no additional
requirements. The SHOW office will notify the person of the decision by letter.

If the suspension or lapse is over three years, the individual will have to re-apply to SHOW
Judges Committee and once successfully completing the requirements in #3 {Licensing
Process for New Applicants}, the committee will individually evaluate each applicant and
determine if they need to apprentice/guest judge approved shows or can reinstate to
previous classification without further requirements. The decision of the SHOW Judges
Committee will be sent to the SHOW Executive Committee for approval prior to license
being issued.

If a suspension or lapse is over three years, upon receipt of the application to the SHOW
office, the applicant must then attend the SHOW Judges Seminar or watch the video from
the most recent seminar and take a written closed book test that will be conducted in the
SHOW office. Once those steps are completed, the SHOW Judges Committee will review the
applicant’s credentials and make a recommendation to the SHOW Executive Committee for

license status & classification.



A. CLASSIFICATION OF JUDGES
Judges shall be licensed or certified in seven classifications A, AA, AAA, AAAA, Pleasure,

Equitation, and Versatility. A judge may apply for a license in only the Pleasure, Equitation
and/or Versatility,

1.

A Designation- This is the apprenticeship phase after a new applicant has passed all of the
requirements to be considered for a SHOW judge’s license. {See following section for
licensing process and reinstatement process). This judge must be at least 21 years of age at
time of application. The A judge must apprentice four (4) SHOW affiliated shows or
performances that are pre-approved by the SHOW Judges Committee under a AAA or AAAA
licensed judge. At the discretion of the SHOW Judges Committee, an apprentice may be
required to apprentice more shows in order to gain additional experience and knowledge.
AA Designation- This judge may officiate in all performance and flat shod classes at any
SHOW affiliated show. This is the first designation once a new applicant passes their
apprentice phase, Once a judge becomes licensed as an AA judge, they must judge or co-
judge one (1) SHOW affiliated show/performance every three years to qualify for renewal of
their designation.

AAA Designation- This judge may judge both performance and pleasure classes. To become
eligible for this designation, a judge must have held a SHOW judges license for three years
(which does include their ‘A’ or apprentice year). They must have judged at least eight (8)
shows/performances, at least one being a multi judge show, and be at least 24 years of age.
Once the designation is obtained, the judge must complete all continued education and
license renewal requirements to qualify for renewal of their designation.

AAAA Designation — The highest rating of a judge. This designation requires a judge to be
certified and licensed in ALL divisions including the Pleasure and Equitation designations. To
be eligible for this designation, a judge must have judged a minimum of twelve {12)
shows/performances in his/her lifetime. Once the designation is obtained, the judge must
complete all continued education and license renewal requirements to qualify for renewal
of their designation.

P, E, V Designations-A judge must take additional written tests for each of these divisions
(Pleasure, Equitation & Versatility) to qualify for these additional designations. The test
results will be forwarded to the SHOW Judges Committee for review and a recommendation
based on those results will be made to the SHOW Executive Committee for approval or
denial.

Elevation of Rating - A judge who meets the qualifications listed above and wishes to
elevate his/her rating from AA to AAA or AAAA must notify the SHOW office in writing. To
be considered, the judge must request the elevated rating and must provide a list of the
shows/performances he/she has judged. The judge must be in good standing. If a newly
licensed judge has had previous judging experience or has been an active trainer, licensed
with the WHTA, then upon written request by the individual to the SHOW Judges
Committee, they will be reviewed for a license designation upgrade. The Judges Committee
recommendation will be made to the SHOW Executive Committee for final approval.



10.

C. RULES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A JUDGE

A judge is obligated to adjudicate each class in conformity with the Rules and specifications of
that class as they appear in the SHOW Rule Book. He or she is expected to be proficient and to
possess a thorough knowledge of the rules of SHOW.

All judges licensed by the SHOW HIO must conduct themselves in a manner which reflects
credit upon SHOW, the horse show and the Tennessee Walking Horse and comply with the
Code of Ethics set forth as an Exhibit to this Section.

No individual may retain their license as a SHOW judge if that individual acts in the capacity of
a horse show judge, or in the capacity of a principal, officer, director, committee member, or
substantially simifar position for any other HIO, unless approved by the SHOW Board of
Directors. This does not preclude any individual from being a Board member or Executive
Committee member of the TWHBEA. Upon verifiable information to the sole satisfaction of
SHOW, a judge so acting shall be immediately terminated, and there shall be no appeal. The
individual may reapply for licensing four (4) years after last acting as a horse show judge or in
the capacity of a principal, officer, director, committee member, or substantially similar
position for any other HIO. A SHOW licensed judge may officiate at a show where there are no
Walking Horses exhibited if the show is not affiliated with a competing HIO.

A judge cannot arrive on the showgrounds until one (1} hour prior to the start of the show
time listed on the official class list.

Once a class has been judged, it shall not be re-judged, and once the Judge has marked his or
her records and places for awards made, there shall be no changing of the Judge’s record.

Failure of a Judge to attend a show to which he or she is committed to perform his or her
duties and to officiate in the classes to which he or she is assigned shall constitute cause for
disciplinary action, except in cases of extreme emergency.

A judge by accepting an invitation to officiate a show assumes responsibility to protect show
management by excusing from the ring all horses suspected of being in violation of the HPA
and SHOW rules.

An entry may, at the discretion of the Judge, be excused from the ring for any infraction of
non-compliance of the HPA or SHOW Rules or for deviating from the described gaits and
standards of the Tennessee Walking Horse as set forth in the Rule Book and the Standards
Charts. The entry shall be eligible to show in a succeeding qualifying class if the problem can
be corrected. If the show utilizes a multi judge system, to excuse a horse upon entrance of the
ring requires the majority of the panel to agree on excusing the horse. Once the class is called
to order, an individual judge may excuse an entry at any point during the class.

It is the responsibility of a Judge to report any violation to SHOW.

Remuneration and expenses paid to a Judge shall not affect the amateur status of the
recipient as an owner or exhibitor.



D. ETHICS & RULES FOR JUDGES, OWNERS, EXHIBITORS & TRAINERS

As owners, exhibitors, trainers, judges and other show officials you are expected to have
knowledge of and compliance with the rules stated in this Rule Book.

Prior to the start of a show, no horse entered in a show shall be discussed or inspected by the
judge unless requested by show management. An exhibitor, owner or trainer may make a
request for the judge’s opinion and reasons concerning the exhibitor’s horse. The request must
be made at the conclusion of the show to horse show management. It is urged that the judge
will give his/her reasons for placing the horse/class courteously and sincerely in the presence of
show management and in a private setting.

No one that has an interest in any horse expected to be shown should contact a judge regarding
the show they have been selected to officiate. All contacts made in violation hereof shall be
reported immediately to SHOW by the judge. It is the duty of the judge to report any phone call
or contact, in any manner, from trainers, exhibitors, owners or others that in any way could be
considered an attempt to influence the judge in their duties to SHOW.

A judge cannot act in the capacity of an exhibitor or manager at any show in which they are
officiating. Exhibitors, owners or trainers cannot have horses entered in the show if they are
acting in the capacity of a show official or manager.

A horse cannot be entered in a show that is owned, co-owned or leased by the judge officiating
the show.

A horse cannot be entered in a show that is owned, co-owned, leased or exhibited by the
immediate family of the judge officiating the show. (See definition of Immediate Family in the
Rule Book Divisions and Class Rules and Requirements Section 2. Definitions, Letter J)

A horse cannot be entered in a show where either the judge, exhibitor, owner, or trainer is
employed by the other party. If employment ceases, a thirty (30) day waiting period applies
before a horse owned by any of the parties can show in front of the parties involved.

A horse cannot be entered in a show that is being trained or boarded by the judge officiating the
show. However, stud fees and care and associated mare care are excluded from this rule.
a. Ifan owner has horses in training with multiple trainers and one of those trainers is
officiating a show, then none of the horses owned by that owner can show under that
judge.

There is a waiting period of thirty (30) days before a horse can be shown in front of a judge if
that judge has boarded, trained, owned, shown, sold, acted as the agent in the sale or received
commission on the horse.



10. A judge shall not be a house guest of an owner, trainer, or exhibitor that is competing in the
horse show that the judge is officiating.

11. Regarding Equitation classes, a judge shail not judge an exhibitor if they have received any form
of remuneration within a period of thirty (30) days prior to the show they are officiating in
connection with the sale, lease, boarding, or training of a horse from the exhibitor or their
immediate family. Nor can they judge an exhibitor that they have instructed, coached, or
tutored, regardless of remuneration within thirty (30) days prior to the show they are officiating.
However, conducting clinics or seminars is not considered to be instructing, coaching, or
tutoring unless individual instruction is given.

12. The individual member{s) acting on behalf of a member organization who directly contacts the
judge(s) for the purpose of employing said judge(s} for that show shall not show or have their
horses shown before that judge in that show for which the judge(s) was employed.

13. An exhibitor, owner, or trainer shal! not exhibit intentional conduct at an equine event that
could adversely affect the exhibition or ride of any other exhibitor’s horse at the event. This
could include, but is not limited to, ring conduct such as riding up closely behind another horse,
with the intention of distracting behavior to scare a horse, striking another horse or exhibitor
with a crop or verbally making unsportsmaniike comments to another exhibitor, trainer, judge

or show official.

14. Talking to or criticizing a judge at a SHOW affiliated show is a violation and the judge(s} or any
other show official(s) that are witness to such incident must report the violation to SHOW. The
judge(s) or other show official(s) has no choice except to report the violation. A SHOW approved
judge shall be treated with courtesy, cooperation, and respect. No person, exhibitor, owner,
trainer, spectator, or otherwise, shall direct abuse or threatening conduct toward the judge,
either in the furtherance of their judging duties or as a result thereof, whether or not the
conduct occurs during an approved event or show or on the showgrounds.

E. GENERAL JUDGING PROCEDURE

1. All horses shall enter the ring at a Flat Walk or Pleasure Gait in the case of All Day Pleasure, shall
go to the right {counter clockwise) and MUST PROCEED AT A FLATWALK (or Pieasure Gait) down
the straightaway to the beginning of the first curve before going at ease to allow the remaining
horses to enter the ring. This allows the Judge(s) to observe each horse's way of going upon
entering the ring and alleviates horses bunching up and crowding right inside the entrance gate.
Once the entry has reached the end of the first straightaway, they may go at ease or continue to
dog walk (trail walk) in a counterclockwise direction on around to the other side of the ring at
their discretion but the entry cannot go past the entry gate until the class is called to order. An
entry cannot stop just inside the entrance gate and turn left {double back} and dog walk to the
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